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At the Charter Institute at Erskine, we believe families and
children should always be first in education. We believe
children are not categories but are precious, unique
individuals. That's why we are committed to providing robust,
educational options to every South Carolina family so that
each child can have the opportunity to achieve their
individual God-given potential. As the founding
Superintendent and CEO of the Charter Institute at Erskine, I
am excited about the unparalleled expansion of school choice 
 we have accomplished thus far and am equally excited about 
 our continuing efforts to meet the needs of families across
South Carolina. 

@ErskineCharters

www.erskinecharters.org

Connect with Superintendent Runyan
@cameronrunyan

Cameron Runyan

Charter Institute at Erskine
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Historic Erskine College established
the Charter Institute at Erskine in
2017 to improve public education
across the state of South Carolina.



The mission of the Charter Institute at Erskine
is to authorize high-quality charter schools

that elevate educational opportunities through
innovation and creativity.



Au
th

or
iz

at
io

n

Dr. Bill Roach
Chief of Special

Projects

Janie Neeley
Director of

Authorization

Kusuma Buddhiraju
Director of Data &

Research

Naomi Morgan
Director of School

Performance

Katriel Rea
Legal and Policy

Assistant

Madison Murray
Coordinator of

Operations

Tiffany Shearer
Executive Assistant

Op
er

at
io

ns

Leadership

Cameron
Runyan

Superintendent

Vamshi
Rudrapati

Director

Richard 
Melzer

Executive Deputy

Superintendent

 of Innovation &

Accountability 

Christy
Junkins

Deputy

Superintendent of 

Accountability

Mike 
Sinclair

Deputy

Superintendent of

 School Support

Dr. Missy
Brakefield

Deputy

Superintendent of

Fiscal & Student

Services

Authorization & Operations

Accountability

Heather Holliday
Executive Director of 

School Services

Jason Jones
Executive Director of 

PowerSchool & IT

Kristin Olcott
Coordinator of
Accountability



Finance

John Li
Chief of Finance- 

General and Operations

Angelica Rodriguez
Fiscal Coordinator

Jeanie Glover
Chief of Federal

Programs

Sarah Shealy
Coordinator of Federal 

Programs (Finance)

Lacy Lucas
Coordinator of Federal

Programs

Karen Cook
Executive Director of

Federal Programs

Federal Programs Finance 
(Federal Programs)

Daniel Karpinski
Chief of Finance-

Federal Programs

Student Services

Sarah Love
Director of Special

Education

Dr. Sally Fickling
Director of Student

Services

Bralyn Wood
Coordinator of Special

Education

Laura Merrick
Chief of Student

Services

Communications

Ashley Epperson
Director of

Communications

Jacob Carter
Media Production

Coordinator

Katie Graybill
Communications

Specialist

PEBA & Benefits

Robbie Anderson
Coordinator of Benefits

Fiscal & Student Services

School Support



Years of administrative experience
 in the education field

Years of administrative experience
 in specifically charter schools
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The Charter Institute at Erskine Board of Directors is comprised of individuals who put the
interests of students, schools, and communities first. The Institute Board is responsible for
setting the Institute's direction through clear vision and goals, evaluating the Superintendent,
approving the annual budget, and serving as leaders in their respective communities for the
Institute and its students, schools, and communities.

Dr. Steven Adamson

Martin O'Connor Dr. Tony Foster Hon. Stu Rodman

Dr. Gordon Query Dr. Noel Brownlee Hon. Todd Carnes

Chair

Treasurer Member Member

Member Member Member
Helen Taylor

Member



Greenwood Charter Academy
K-5 First Year

(Projected Enrollment of 525)

K-8 Full Matriculation
(Projected Enrollment of 900)



 Developing the Next Generation of American Citizens

Greenwood, SC

Heron Virtual

Statewide Virtual

Libertas Academy
K-5 First Year 

(Projected Enrollment of 525)
K-8 Full Matriculation

(Projected Enrollment of 900)



Boiling Springs
SC

Grades K-12 
(Projected Enrollment of 1,925)

American Leadership Academy

Learn. Lead. Change the world!

Lexington, SC

Schools opening Fall 2023

Grades 9-12
Virtual AEC for At-Risk Students

(First Year Projected Enrollment of 600, 
Full Projected Enrollment of 900)






2 Additional Locations
K-12




American Leadership Academy

Learn. Lead. Change the world!

Summerville Academy
5 Locations

K-5 First Year
K-8 Full Matriculation

 Developing the Next Generation of American Citizens

Libertas Academy
4 Additional Locations

K-5 First Year
K-8 Full Matriculation

 Developing the Next Generation of American Citizens

Schools in the Pipeline

Willie Jeffries School of Excellence
Orangeburg, SC
K-6 First Year

K-8 Full Matriculation
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2021-2022 Demographics

TOTAL
STUDENTS

SPECIAL EDUCATION
POPULATION

HISPANIC
POPULATION

AFRICAN AMERICAN
POPULATION

TITLE I 
SCHOOLS

MULTILINGUAL
LEARNERS

24,409

12%

8.3%

27.2%

16 out
of 24

3.8%

Schools by Year

13

8,450 10,003

23,750

17

Students by Year

22
24,40926

*based on the 45th day counts_

*based on the 45th day count for 2021-2022

https://ed.sc.gov/data/other/student-counts/active-student-headcounts/
https://ed.sc.gov/data/other/student-counts/active-student-headcounts/
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Brick & Mortar Virtuals

90.9%
95.1%

59.6%

Year-over-year Grad Rate improvement
Virtual School Graduation 
Rate of increase since 2019

ENROLLMENT ACADEMICS ACADEMICS ACADEMICS SCHOOLS
The Institute’s 24,409

students represent a

189% increase in

enrollment since the

institute's first year.

38% of Institute schools

scored in top 25% of

state in one or more test

categories.

71% of Institute schools

scored in top 50% of

state in one or more test

categories.

25% of Institute schools

scored in top 25% of

state in ELA and Math.*

The Institute opened the

current highest

Academically rated

rural school of poverty

in the state.

Local District Performance
Which Institute schools are outperforming their local districts in all subject areas?

2.94%
Rate of Increase from prior year

4.13%
Rate of Increase from prior year

2021-2022

97.9%

*Elementary & Middle: ELA & math

High school: English II and Algebra I

Numbers gathered from SC Report Card Data.

Elementary Middle High
Belton Preparatory Academy

Berkeley Preparatory Academy
Cherokee Charter Academy

Lowcountry Leadership Charter School
Royal Live Oaks Academy
Summit Classical School
Thornwell Charter School

Cherokee Charter Academy
Gray Collegiate Academy
Midlands STEM Institute

Royal Live Oaks Academy
Thornwell Charter School

Brashier Middle College Charter High School
Gray Collegiate Academy

Oceanside Collegiate Academy
Royal Live Oaks Academy

South Carolina Virtual Charter School

75.1% 78.2%

https://screportcards.com/
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Local District Performance
Which Institute schools are outperforming their local districts in all subject areas?

2.94%
Rate of Increase from prior year

4.13%
Rate of Increase from prior year

2021-2022

97.9%

Numbers gathered from SC Report Card Data.

Elementary Middle High
Belton Preparatory Academy

Berkeley Preparatory Academy
Cherokee Charter Academy

Lowcountry Leadership Charter School
Royal Live Oaks Academy
Summit Classical School
Thornwell Charter School

Cherokee Charter Academy
Gray Collegiate Academy
Midlands STEM Institute

Royal Live Oaks Academy
Thornwell Charter School

Brashier Middle College Charter High School
Gray Collegiate Academy

Oceanside Collegiate Academy
Royal Live Oaks Academy

South Carolina Virtual Charter School

75.1% 78.2%

Brashier Middle College Charter High School named 2022
National Blue Ribbon School by US Department of Education

Brashier Middle College Charter High School, located in
Simpsonville, South Carolina, was named an Exemplary High
Performing Blue Ribbon School, meaning that it is among
South Carolina’s highest-performing schools as measured by
state assessments or nationally normed tests.

Brashier was one of five South Carolina schools to receive the
award in 2022. Of those five schools, Brashier is the only South
Carolina charter school as well as the only high school recipient
in 2022. 

Institute Superintendent
Cameron Runyan and

leadership celebrated the
Blue Ribbon Award in

Washington, DC and at a
ceremony at the school.

https://screportcards.com/
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South Carolina Speaker of the House, G. Murrell Smith Jr.,
was recognized as the 2022 Kids First "Hall of Fame"
Charter Champion for his outstanding advocacy for
charter schools in South Carolina and his efforts in
securing permanent funding for the charter school sector.
We thank Speaker Smith, Governor McMaster, and the
South Carolina Legislature for enacting this change.

these two school districts came together tothese two school districts came together to
promote charter school options instead ofpromote charter school options instead of

trying to promote themselves, and I am verytrying to promote themselves, and I am very
appreciative of that.appreciative of that.

Watch our short video, 
"The Impact of Permanent Funding."

In June of 2022, the South Carolina Legislature passed a
new funding formula that affects the way public schools
are funded in South Carolina. Thanks to the joint efforts
of the Charter Institute at Erskine and the South Carolina
Public Charter School District's leadership, charter school
students are now sustainably funded in the same manner
as traditional public school students. 

South Carolina Speaker of the House G. Murrell Smith Jr.



Traditional public schools and
charter schools use the same

sustainable funding method to
fund all students across the

state.

More students will have
access to a school choice
option that meets their

educational needs.

New and existing charter schools
now have a sustainable, scalable
funding source, meaning more
public charter schools can open

in the future.

P A G E  1 1  |  N E W  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  M O D E L

Charter schools had to request
money from the State Legislature

each year based on projected
enrollment.

Charter school growth
was limited, and schools
were unable to fully meet

the demand of their
communities.

Traditional public schools and charter
schools were funded under different
formulas. Traditional school funding

allowed for sustainable student
growth, while the formula for charters

did not. 

Charter SchoolCharter SchoolCharter School
Funding in SCFunding in SCFunding in SC

Thank you to South Carolina's LeadersThank you to South Carolina's LeadersThank you to South Carolina's Leaders   
for putting Kids First!for putting Kids First!for putting Kids First!



EFA

39.4%

Proviso

39.2%

EIA

21.4%

The Education Finance Act is established to guarantee
each student in SC the availability of at least minimum
educational programs and services. The Act outlines the
funding methodology for these State funds. Funding is
allocated on a per-pupil allocation (Base Student Cost).
Allocation is calculated by multiplying the BSC by the
Weighted Pupil Units determined by the individual
student characteristics.

Education Finance Act Funding (EFA)

The EIA represents South Carolina’s effort to improve the
quality of its public education system. The Act is a
comprehensive education reform plan containing specific
programs and strategies for improving public education in
the state, as well as mechanisms for distributing funds for
the Act’s implementation. Schools are eligible for
different EIA categorical funds depending on the
qualifications of each school.

Education Improvement Act Funding (EIA)

The Proviso Funding is established by the
Charter School Act to supplement the state
funding to charter schools since the Institute, as
a statewide authorizer, does not have the taxing
authority on local dollars. Funding is allocated
on a per-pupil allocation in align with the EFA
formula. 

Charter School Act Funding (Proviso FUNDING)

$204,236,755.11

$3,957,576.07
TOTAL FY21-22 FUNDING

INSTITUTE ADMINISTRATIVE FEE (2%)

FY 2021-22

$2,516.00
BASE STUDENT FUNDING




$80,516,579.12
TOTAL EFA FUNDING

$43,618,087.61
TOTAL EIA FUNDING




$3,600.00
BRICK & MORTAR PER PUPIL FUNDING

$1,900.00
VIRTUAL PER-PUPIL FUNDING

$80,102,088.38
TOTAL PROVISO FUNDING






September 27 and 28, 2022

 
Collectively, the Charter Institute at Erskine and the South Carolina
Public Charter School District serve 50,000 students across South
Carolina in traditional brick-and-mortar and virtual formats. In an
effort to bolster support for these students, the authorizers formed a
historic partnership, titled “Kids First.” This effort is committed to
collectively prioritizing positive outcomes for students and families
throughout South Carolina. The second annual Kids First Conference
was hosted by both authorizers in 2022 and provided a professional
development conference for the boards and leadership of both districts’
combined 65 schools. The Kids First Conference has proven to be an
impactful event, and the authorizers are looking forward to expanding
the conference to become the largest gathering of charter school leaders
in the Southeast in the coming years.

$100,000 raised 

in sponsorships from 

external 

Partners

Presentation from 

 Keynote

 Speaker, 

Dr. Rick Rigsby

500 school leaders, 

teachers, staff, and 

board members 

in attendance

20 breakout sessions

from a lineup of

renowned speakers

2023 Kids First Conference
Sept. 26 - 27, 2023

Guests of honor included 

Willie Jeffries, 

Supt. Molly Spearman, 

and members of the sc

legislature

Watch the highlight video!



Charter School Ambassadors serve as
student representatives for the Institute

and advocate on behalf of charter
schools in South Carolina.

As part of the Ambassadors program,
students have the opportunity to improve
skills like public speaking, professionalism,

networking, and more. 

Ainsley Crowe
Cyber Academy of South Carolina

JT Sowell
Gray Collegiate Academy

Christian DeWalk
Odyssey Online Learning

Jaron Levi
Gray Collegiate Academy

 Trinidy Higgins
Gray Collegiate Academy

Brooke Tranum
Gray Collegiate Academy

College of Charleston

Elizabeth Sligh
Gray Collegiate Academy

University of South Carolina

Hunter Austin
Midlands STEM

Teeb Al-Rubaiawi
Odyssey Online Learning

Midlands Technical College



Thank You to our students for appearing in the 2021-2022
Annual Report!

Elizabeth Sligh - Gray Collegiate Academy Alumna
Ella Olliges - Clear Dot Charter School



Emory Jones - Gray Collegiate Academy

Matthew Oliver - Clear Dot Charter School



1201 Main Street, Suite 300
Columbia, SC 29201

(803) 849-2464
www.erskinecharters.org


